BRITISH

COLUMBIA
The Best Place on Earth
NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts
2010TCA0018-001020
Sept. 1, 2010

BC ARTS COUNCIL RECEIVES ADDITIONAL FUNDING

VICTORIA — The British Columbia Arts Council will administer $7 million in funding provided
through the B.C. government’s 2010 Sports and Arts Legacy to support their strategic plan,
Kevin Krueger, Minister of Tourism, Culture and the Arts announced.

“I am confident in the council’s strategic plan to deliver on the legacy’s goals through its
work with B.C.’s vibrant arts community,” said Krueger. “This will increase the council’s budget
to just over $16 million for the current fiscal year, demonstrating our government’s commitment
to a strong, creative and growing arts community, even in these difficult economic times. These
monies will be distributed to the arts community through the independent peer-review
adjudication process that has been established by the council.”

The government respects and values a strong independent council and is committed
to ensuring this independence is maintained and enjoys the confidence of the arts
community.

“In 2009, the council board established its priorities and asked staff to prepare programs
to fulfil the goals of the strategic plan. The additional funding announced today means the
council will be able to advance the goals set out in our strategic plan, with a large portion of
these funds going towards increased support for council’s operating clients, as indicated by the
minister last month,” said Stan Hamilton, interim chair of the council. The council’s board will
immediately review the programs that council staff has been developing in recent months in
order to ensure that the program details and the funds may be released to the community
promptly.”

“Some of the programs to be implemented may include: support for the commissioning,
creation, development and production of new works; artists in education; opportunities for the
next generation of artists and further support for our operating clients in the spring and autumn
rounds. The legacy vision is consistent with these plans,” added Hamilton.

As announced in the most recent Provincial budget, the 2010 Sports and Arts Legacy
provides $60 million over three years to enhance sports, arts and cultural opportunities for all
British Columbians. Of this amount, $10 million has been budgeted for culture and the arts
during the current fiscal year, with $3 million allocated for the BC Spirit Festivals.

The BC Arts Council supports arts and arts organization across the province and is
governed by a 15-member council, which represents the regions, cultural diversity and artistic
communities of British Columbia.

-more-



For more information about the BC Arts Council and their strategic plan, please visit
www.bcartscouncil.ca.
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