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Overview
This is a sample of the BC Arts Council Operating Assistance – Accelerate Eligibility Tab. This sample will be updated if the application is changed in any way after launch. Changes will be highlighted in yellow and marked as "Updated:". Check back to make sure you have the most current version. 
Please select “Web Layout” from the “View” menu in MS Word to correctly view this document. “Navigation Pane” may also be selected in the “View” menu to display sections and subsections.  
Applications must be completed on the online system, which requires you to set up a profile in advance. 
Applications submitted in a Word document via email will not be accepted.
Full guidelines and application previews for Operating Assistance can be found on discipline specific program pages here.  
Applying for Operating Assistance and Accelerate Programs 
Organizations wishing to be considered for both Accelerate and Operating Assistance funding are required to:
· Complete the full Operating Assistance Application – not the Accelerate Application. 
· On the tab labeled “Accelerate” select “Yes” to the question “If you are unsuccessful in obtaining an Operating Assistance grant and you are eligible for the Accelerate Program as an equity deserving or regional arts organization, do you want to be considered for an Accelerate grant?” and the following section will appear in the application.
Accelerate Eligibility
The term Organization refers to all applicants, including Collectives, Nations, Local Governments and Municipalities.
The information you provide will be reviewed to support your eligibility and may be used in the assessment of your application. 
Equity-deserving arts and culture organizations are defined as dedicating the majority of activities, programming content, and financial and human resources to supporting the arts and culture practices of a specific equity-deserving group. This should be demonstrated in the following areas: purpose statements or mandates, practices, practitioners, staffing, leadership, governance and engagement.
Regional areas of B.C. are defined as those outside of greater Vancouver or the capital region with exclusions.  
BC Arts Council definitions of greater Vancouver and the capital region are: 
· Greater Vancouver: Municipalities of Metro Vancouver Regional District excluding Bowen Island.
· Capital region: Municipalities of the Capital Regional District excluding Sooke, Metchosin, the Gulf Islands, or the Juan de Fuca electoral area.
*My organization is eligible to apply to the Accelerate Program as (select any that apply):
Applicants located in regional areas that also serve an equity-deserving group can select both.
Your selection determines which fields you’ll see next.
Please select:
· An equity-deserving organization
· An organization located in a regional area of B.C. (outside of Greater Vancouver and the capital region)
If “An equity-deserving organization” selected: Please select the main equity-deserving group your organization represents or serves. 
· Indigenous (First Nations, Métis, or Inuit) Peoples
· Artists who are D/deaf or experience disability
· Black people or people of colour
· LGBTQ2S+ communities (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer, two-spirit, and other);
· Women and gender diverse people
· Linguistic minorities
· Immigrants, newcomers, or refugees
· Socio economic disadvantaged groups
· Youth and next generation (under 25)
· Ethnic minorities
· Other
If other, please name the equity-deserving group:
(10 words maximum)
Optional: Provide specific details about the equity-deserving group your organization represents or serves (as selected above). 
This can help provide more complete context to determine eligibility. Applicants may identify with more than one equity-deserving group (for example: Indigenous Women, or Immigrant LGBTQ2S+ Youth, etc.), however, to be eligible for this program you must demonstrate a majority of your activities, programming content, and financial and human resources are dedicated to supporting the arts and culture practices of a single equity-deserving group, regardless of intersections. 

Examples of specifics you could include are:
· specific nations, tribes, traditional territories 
· specific ethnicities, countries, geographic regions
· specific sub-communities you serve, if applicable 
· specific languages spoken 
· environmental or cultural factors that unite a group
· varied or shared lived experiences or abilities that unite a group 
· age ranges of what you consider youth or seniors 
· any intersectional or other equity deserving groups you identify with (for example: Indigenous Women, Immigrant LGBTQ2S+ Youth, etc.)
(100 words maximum)
If “An organization located in a regional area of B.C. “selected: Briefly describe the region you serve, including any names of specific areas, boundaries, settlements, neighbourhoods, reserves, communities, etc. 
Within the main application sections be sure to include specific context to your regional area. 
(100 words maximum) 
Our organization can demonstrate commitment and connection to this equity-deserving group or regional area by the following (select all that apply):
Applicants must have at least three of these areas demonstrated to be eligible for Accelerate. 
· Mandate or Purpose Statement specifically mentions this group or area. 
· Representation: Members of this group or people who reside in this area make up a majority (51%+) of participants in our organization’s decision-making processes. 
· Resources: The majority (51%+) of our resources (financial, human or other resources) are dedicated to supporting arts and cultural practices or opportunities in this group or area.
· Activities: The majority (51%+) of our artistic or cultural activities or programming is focused on the expressions, perspectives or lived experiences of this group or within this area. 
· Engagement: The majority (51%+) of the people our organization engages (artists, arts and cultural workers, or audiences) are from this group or reside in this area. 
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